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The national Republican political 
action committee controlled by 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R- 
Ga.) reported one of its most suc- 
cessful off-year fund-raising periods 
yesterday, generating $487,520 in 
three months and securing Gin- 
grich’s place as the hottest money 
magnet on Capitol Hill. 

GOPAC, the political action com- 
mittee Gingrich has chaired since 


1986, raised the money from 1,771 
individuals across the country, most 
of them small donors and several of 
them wealthy repeat givers such as 
Wisconsin businessman Terry Koh- 
ler, who gave $70,000 on top of the 
more than $700,000 he and his wife 
had contributed since 1985. 

The overall total surprised some 
GOPAC staff members, who had ex- 
pected the expensive November 
elections and the electoral calm of 
1995 to suppress wintertime giving. 

“Compared to an off-election year. 


right after the kind of election we ! 
had in 1994, we are very pleased \ 
with the numbers,” said Lisa B. Nel- ( 
son, GOPAC’s executive director. 

The GOPAC report offered addi- 
tional evidence that Gingrich’s mul- 
ti-pronged fund-raising machine — 
which has touched off several ethics 
complaints over alleged conflicts of 
interest — is running stronger than 
ever. 

“No one comes close to him in 
terms of the reach of his network ” 
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25 Donated at Least $10,000 
To GOPAC in Last 3 Months 
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said Thomas E. Mann, director of 
governmental studies at the Brook- 
ings Institution. ‘The organizational 
networks match his ambitions, not 
only for himself, but for the Republi- 
can Party and the country. 

“It would be shortsighted to view 
this in narrow, conflict-of-interest 
terms,” Mann said. “It's interesting 
as a phenomenon, the reach and 
breadth of this enterprise.” 

The latest GOPAC report comes 
less than a week after Citizen Ac- 
tion, a national advocacy group, re- 
ported that corporate PACs gave 
Gingrich’s separate campaign com- 
mittee $424,299 during the 
1993-94 election cycle, more than 
for any other member of Congress. 

Also last week. Common Cause 
reported that dozens of U.S. compa- 
nies and individuals with interests 
before the new GOP-controlled Con- 
gress were among those who gave 
more than $7.2 million in “soft mon- 
ey” to the Republican National Com- 
mittee during the first two months 
of the year. 

In addition to his involvement in 
Friends of Newt Gingrich and GO- 
PAC, the speaker also has taught a 
college course, available on video- 
tape, that was sponsored by the 
Progress & Freedom Foundation. 
That group is run by a former exec- 
utive director of GOPAC and is the 
focus of an ethics complaint over its 
ties to the speaker. 

Gingrich is by no means the only 
Republican or Democratic leader re- 
lying on PAC money or the largess 
of successful businesspeople around 
the country. 

Rep. Richard A. Gephardt (D- 
Mo.), the House majority leader un- 
til the fall elections, collected 
$406,804 from PACs during the 
i two-year cycle, or about $20,000 
less than Gingrich. 

Three other senior Democrats 
collected at least $350,000 during 
the same period. Citizen Action 
I said. 

I Similarly, Senate Majority Leader 


Robert J. Dole (R-Kan.), who official- 
ly opened his presidential campaign 
yesterday, raised more than $8 mil- 
lion in 1992-94 through his Cam- 
paign America PAC, posting one of 
the largest increases of any PAC 
dining that period, said Josh Gold- 
stein, an analyst with the nonparti- 
san Center for Responsive Govern- 
ment. 

GOPAC’s disclosure of fund-rais- 
ing from January through March 
marked the second time the speak- 
er’s PAC had named donors and the 
size of their gifts. Earlier this year, 
after an internal policy change allow- 
ing limited disclosure, the commit- 
tee said it had raised $236,417 from 
243 individuals from mid-November 
through December. 

In the most recent report, GO- 
PAC said 23 individuals had made 
contributions of $10,000 each, and 
two people, including longtime sup- 
porters Amos R. McMullian of south 
Georgia and J. Patrick Rooney erf In- 
dianapolis, gave $25,000 each. 

Gingrich has targeted money 
raised through his campaign com- 
mittee and GOPAC to grow a farm 
team of Republican lawmakers at 
statehouses around the country and 
in Congress. 

He sprinkled contributions to doz- 
ens of congressional hopefuls last 
fall; GOPAC this year is concentrat- 
ing on legislative races in Virginia, 
Mississippi, Louisiana and New Jer- 
sey, as well as selected ballot initia- 
tives, Nelson said. 

GOPAC has been criticized for not 
making a fuller disclosure of its fi- 
nances, and a $10,000 contribution 
that Federal Express said it made on 
Jan. 6 was not reported yesterday. 

Company spokesman Armand 
Schneider said from Memphis that 
the contribution was a corporate 
gift, not one from Federal Express’s 
lobbyist in Washington, Richard F. 
Rodgers. 

GOPAC said it had received 
$10,000 from a “Rick Rodgers” of 
Washington but listed no date or job 
description for that person, as feder- 
al and many state laws require. 



